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Genitourinary System

Overview

Only three agents cause primary infections of the genitourinary tract in
mice and rats Leptospira mterrogans serovar ballum, an agent that causes
renal infection, has been reported on a few occasions in laboratory mice
Mycoplasma muris, an anaerobic mycoplasma, has been isolated from the
vaginas of mice in a single colony Natural infections of M pulmoms also
occur in the genital tract of female rats. LEW rats are highly susceptible to
severe genital (as well as respiratory) disease due to M. pulmoms, and this
is characterized by purulent endometntis or pyometra, salpmgitis, and
penoophontis Similar genital lesions attributable to M pulmoms are rare
in rats of other strains (see discussion of this agent on pp. 42-48 for refer-
ences).

Leptospira interrogans serovar ballum

Significance

Leptospira interrogans serovar ballum has limited significance as a
naturally occunng infection.

Perspective

Although its prevalence in contemporary stocks of mice is probably low,
Leptospira interrogans serovar ballum has been reported as an indigenous
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